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Set Your Calendars!   

PHEASANTS FOREVER BANQUET 2011 

Itôs hard to believe that 2010 is under our belts and anoth-
er year already upon us.  Each year seems to be just a bit 
shorter than the last.  So far at least, this winter has been 
a bit warmer and less snowy than last year. The economy 

is supposedly looking a little brighter and the days are already getting longer.  
Sounds like a great time to celebrate! 

A sure sign of spring in the Fox Valley is Pheasant Palooza.  On Friday, March 
11th, we will hold our annual membership banquet at the Oshkosh Convention 
Center on the shores of the Fox River in downtown Oshkosh. It will be hard to 
top the great successes of the past couple banquets but we are bound and deter-
mined to do it.  This yearôs extravaganza with be the finest weôve ever held and 
will again be at the renovated Oshkosh Convention Center. And we have a lot to 
celebrate.  Even with the poor economic conditions in the nation and the area, we 
have accomplished much this past year.  Since our last banquet we have donated 
our third land purchase (in northern Fond du Lac County near the Winnebago 
County border) to the people of the State of Wisconsin to enjoy forever without 
worrying that it will ever be developed.  We also hosted a large Earth Day project 
with Oshkosh West High School students, we sponsored a Habitat Intern who 
worked under the direction of the local NRCS office and spent the summer per-
forming habitat work in our county. Again working with kids, we sponsored and 
participated in the first Winneconne Archery in the Schools program which is 
making big strides in getting outdoor sports integrated into our schools.  

We have also helped create hundreds of additional acres of food plots and habitat 
areas on private and public lands over the past year providing more seed for hab-
itat planning than we ever have previously.  We introduced over 50 young people 
to upland hunting and outdoor activities with our annual Youth Hunt this past 
September.  We initiated our first ever calendar raffle sale which takes place 
throughout 2011.  We hope this major fundraiser will pay big dividends for wild-
life in our area.  

Continued on page 3... 

Presidentôs Perceptions 

 Winter Edition, 2011 

PHEASANTS FOREVER CHAPTER, #585  



 
BANQUET-  
Attend planning meetings before next yearôs banquet and assist 
with banquet activities.                                                        
Ryan Seeley (920) 424-9979 or pheasantsforever@sbcglobal.net                                                  
Al Heidl (920) 231-0860 

CROWING  COUNT -      
Start 45 minutes  before sunrise.  Drive 10 mile routes, stopping 
every 0.5 miles to listen and record location of crowing roosters 
on plat book maps.  Finish 1 to 1.5 hours after sunrise.                                                  
Jim Ryf (920) 379-8170 

FUNDRAISING -  
Assist in raffles, fall social, banquet, and other fundraisers 
throughout the year.                                                                
Rachel Foster (920) 420-5176 or critterkiller79@hotmail.com 

HABITAT /P REDATOR-  
A planning committee to work on improving habitat and                         
controlling predation.                                                                                                  
Jim Ryf (920) 379-8170 

HUNTING  GROUND  CLEAN- UP-  
Clean up of specific Winnebago County public hunting areas 4-5 
times a year.                                                                                               

Jim Ryf (920) 379-8170 
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LAND  ACQUISITION -  
A planning/work committee for our chapter to initiate land                    
acquisition programs.  These programs are funded and executed 
using federal and state grants, Pheasants Forever national and 
local funds, easements and land trust cooperation.                                                                
Jack Doemel (920) 379-6843 or buglejack@hotmail.com   

LEOPOLD EDUCATION  PROJECT (L.E.P.) -  
The L.E.P. is designed to teach the public about humanityôs ties to 
the natural world and to provide leadership in the effort to                
conserve and protect the earthôs natural resources.                                                          
Alex Hoel (920) 410-2317 or autoauthority@ntd.net  

M EMBERSHIP -  
To recruit the avid pheasant hunters who are not members to join 
and participate.  Committee would meet occasionally to discuss 
and act on ways to increase membership in our chapter.                                      
Ryan Seeley (920) 424-9979 or pheasantsforever@sbcglobal.net                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

NEWSLETTER-  
Contribute articles, photos, or ideas to the newsletter.                                      
Krissy Seeley (920) 424-9979 or krissyseeley@gmail.com 

VOLUNTEER OPPROTUNITIES -  
Get on the e-mail or call list to be contacted about upcoming 

events throughout the year.                                                                                                  
Ryan Seeley (920) 424-9979 or pheasantsforever@sbcglobal.net 

COMMITTEE  STRUCTURE 
 

     COMMITTEE:    CHAIRMAN/D IRECTOR:  
     BANQUET   RYAN SEELEY/AL HEIDL 
     FINANCE   JOHN MANION 
     FUNDRAISING   RACHEL FOSTER 
     HABITAT   JIM RYF 
     LAND ACQUISITION   JACK DOEMEL 
     MEMBERSHIP   RYAN SEELEY 
     NEWSLETTER   KRISSY SEELEY 

     PUBLIC RELATIONS  MARK LEWIS 
     WEBSITE   MARK LEWIS 
     VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR RYAN SEELEY 
     YOUTH PROGRAMS  ALEX HOEL 
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...continued from page 1  

These are just a few highlights covering how we have volunteered our time and invested your money over 
the past year.  Your attendance at our annual banquet is our primary fundraiser.  We truly strive to use all 
donations in the most cost effective way possible to produce local results.  Unlike most other conservation 
groups, all the money raised in excess of the $30 national membership dues stays right here in our communi-
ty.  We take great pride in that fact, and consider it an honor that you have chosen to put some of your hard 
earned money in our hands for the sake of the environment.  I will promise you that none of these funds will 
be wasted.  We will put every penny we raise to good use to benefit our natural areas and educate the young 
people of this area in proper conservation techniques. 

Please accept my invitation to join us this year at our membership banquet and help celebrate with family 
and friends, old and new. Iôm hoping Friday the 11th will be very lucky for you as we will have plenty of guns 
and other awesome prizes galore.   See the banquet information enclosed in this newsletter for more infor-
mation. This yearôs Mystery Raffle promises to be something special. 

If you or your company would like to sponsor this banquet or make a prize donation to the banquet, please 
give me a call or send me an email. Your generosity will be greatly appreciated. 

I hope you will consider joining us this year for our best banquet ever. It will be an honor to have you as our 
guest.  If you need additional reservation forms you can get them at our website at 
www.FoxValleyPheasants.com.   And remember to take a kid hunting or fishing.  Have a great 2011.  

 
Leo Kolaszewski 

President 

 

The days will soon be getting warmer and the wild pheasants will have loveôn on their minds!  When spring 
arrives, thereôs no better time to get out and hear the sounds of nature, and plans are in the works for this 
yearôs Spring Crow Count.  That means FRVC members will be out in force listening for and marking the loca-
tions of those amorous roosters calling for mates. 
 

Generally, the Crow Count is conducted between April 15th and May 15th, when volunteers set out in the pre -
dawn hours on a predetermined route, stopping every half mile or so to get out and listen for the vocalizations 
and visual sightings of ring necked pheasants.  Each encounter is marked on maps, which are turned over to 
our local game biologist with the Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources.  The data collected helps in determin-
ing bird densities in the various locations as well as giving the researchers a better handle on the overall 
health and fluctuations in the pheasant population along with insight as to the types of habitat the local birds 
prefer and thrive in.  Besides being educational and beneficial, itôs a fun way to get to know the area better 
and maybe find a new hot spot for next fall.  
 

If you are interested in participating this spring, please contact:  

Jim Ryf at (920) 379 -8170  for more details.  

Spring Crow Count is Just Around the Corner 

http://www.foxvalleypheasants.com/
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Banquet night is sure to be special for someone this year.  This adorable English Cock-
er will be there and eager to go home with, just the right person.  Could it be you?  
This little guy comes from exceptional breeding lines and is destined to become the 
best bird dog, youôve ever owned.  Heôs the grandson of Field Champion & Master 
Hunter, Fallen Wingôs ñElvisò (4th Place 2006 NCC & 3rd Place 2009 NCC, 2010 High 

Point Amateur All-Age Dog). 

Take Me Home Tonight 



 N EWS & M USINGS OF THE FOX  RIVER VALLEY                                                                                                         PAGE 5 

 

Hey, PF-Fox River Valley Chapter Member: 
  

Here's an opportunity to help your favorite conservation organization, Pheasants Forever, Chapter #585 win some 
cash and prizes just for participating in the Native Conservation Showcase Contest.  Best of all, it's FREE and EASY 
to do.  All you need is a digital picture of you and/or your dog that you're willing to share.  Just follow the link be-
low and enter the required information, along with uploading the photograph.  Thanks for your continued support 
in helping to put more Habitat on the Ground!  
 

http://www.nativedogfood.com/contest/pfqf -photo/contest.php  
 

(One entry per chapter member.  Entries must be received by April 1, 2011.  See a list of all rules on the website.)  
  

-Fox River Valley Chapter, #585 

Conservation Showcase Contest 

Mike Zellner shot 
this pheasant with 

the help of his Choc-
olate Lab, Reggie, 
near Fond du Lac 
early in the 2010 
pheasant hunting 

season.  
 

-Photo submitted by Ryan Seeley  

Feature Photo 

javascript:void(0)
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By Jack Doemel 

 

A tiny wake formed, as the drake and hen paddled feverishly down the swollen ditch.  The white crescent on the 
maleôs cheek almost glowed in the early morning sun despite the best efforts of the little blue-winged teal, as 
they tried to stay undetected beneath the tangles of bramble and branches that bent down over the early spring 
flow.  Movement behind them caught my eye when a pair of mallards, dressed in their finest breeding plumage 
followed along the same course as their smaller cousins.  I felt a smile come to my face in the cool, fresh air.  I 
was already more than halfway complete on the first phase of a spring crow count.  
 

Each spring, if you rise in the early hours of the day, you can find volunteer members from your Fox River Valley 
Chapter, traveling the country roadways and stopping every quarter mile or so to get out and listen for the rasp-
ing crow of the ring -necked pheasant.  Itôs part of an ongoing survey of wild pheasant populations.  Chapter 
member, Jim Ryf coordinates and participates in this annual endeavor that assists biologists with the Wisconsin 
Dept. of Natural Resources, in estimating the populations and overall health of our stateôs wild pheasants. 
 

It was mid April and my day began somewhere around 4:00 a.m. when I grabbed binoculars, maps and pens, 
along with a warm jacket and gloves.  I jumped in my truck, started the engine and headed toward the Win-
chester area, stopping on the way for a hot cup of coffee.  A voice on the radio said the temperature was 39 de-
grees, but as I opened the door and stepped out along the ditch at my first designated point on the map, I no-
ticed frost clinging to the roadside grasses and I thought that guy must be in a warmer place than I.  The time 
was about 4:45 a.m. and the world was just starting to wake up.  A dull clicking noise to the right caught my ear 
and I turned to see the outline of a whitetail deer crossing the blacktop a few yards behind my vehicle.  It was 
hard to tell in the still dim light, but the body looked big and I could imagine a wide 10 point rack, come the au-
tumn rut.  No sounds of pheasants though, so after 5 minutes I climbed back into the truck, and started down 
the road.  The hot coffee cup felt good, in my now cold hands.  
 

Each route is run twice each spring, between April 15th and May 15th.  A simple map, clipboard and pen are the 
main tools and when you hear or see a pheasant, you mark the approximate location on the map.  Binoculars 
can be a help for spotting both hens and roosters as they move from cover. Early mornings when the roosters 
are most vocal, seems to be the best time for locating birds.  By getting out before sunrise, noise pollution from 
manmade activities is also reduced and you can often catch the sound of a distant mating crow if you stand qui-
etly, listening intently with the engine turned off.  
 

Things were starting off slowly for me and I was on my fourth stop, when a weak and scrawny gobble drifted in 
from the east.  Before the jake could finish his unimpressive chorus, a booming gobble erupted to my right, from 
what I figured was the boss tom in that neck of the woods.  The tangle of underbrush and aspens between us, 
kept them from view but his thundering call stifled the youngster and I could only guess that the little fellowôs 
ego was instantly deflated and he was wishing his day had started on a different note.  
 

Crisp, calm mornings make it easier to hear roosters crowing and it is amazing how just a modest breeze can 
reduce the distance the human ear is able to detect certain sounds.  Part of the survey paperwork includes docu-
menting the starting and ending temperature, estimated wind speeds, weather conditions and of course, starting 
and ending times.  Factoring in five minutes stops and driving time, a route can be completed in about 2 ½ to 3 
hours. 

 

Continued on next page... 

 

Counting Crows 
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It was my fifth or sixth stop that a coarse, ñcack, cackò of a ring-neck rooster sounded just north of me.  I hadnôt 
even finished putting a dot on the map when off to the west, another rooster responded.  A little rush of excite-
ment renewed my enthusiasm and the next few stops produced several more birds.  The eastern horizon held a 
warming glow in the nearly cloudless sky which was more than welcome, now that Iôd finished the last of my hot 
coffee.  I continued on.  
 

By comparing data collected from running a similar route year after year, experienced WDNR biologists can piece 
together a clearer picture of how pheasant populations rise and fall in an ever changing environment.  Altered 
landscapes and the restoration or degradation of upland habitat and the impacts on wild pheasant populations can 
be better measured.  Harsh or moderate winters, wet and dry springs are tabulated.  Predation by owls, hawks, 
fox, etc. and even man, all fit into the equation.  Determining what comprises quality habitat for; nesting, loafing, 
brood rearing, feeding and winter cover, all the main ingredients in assuring the future success of upland birds in 
Wisconsin, is one of the main goals in this process. 
 

While passing a flooded farm field, I was treated to a surreal sight.  Migrating shorebirds waded about in the gath-
ering dawn.  Some unseen food supply had attracted them by the hundreds and the still waters rippled to life with 
their movement.  For a short while, I gazed through binoculars, as their reflections doubled the experience and 
wondered where the journey would take them.  In those few brief moments, I shared it with them.  
 

A week or two between surveys is ideal.  Lengthening days and changing weather can yield remarkable differ-
ences, even on the same route.  After all the volunteers complete the task and fill out forms, Jim collects and com-
piles the maps and data forms, before sending on to our local biologist.  He always gives me a call and letôs me 
know if the crow count is up or down from previous years.  Some mornings, a few volunteers may gather for cof-
fee, breakfast and to swap stories, before heading off to work or just getting on to other chores for the day, back 
to the usual grind.  While Iôm certainly no expert in upland bird biology, I must admit that I always look forward to 
reading the annual pheasant forecast for Wisconsin.  In the back of my mind, I feel I had a small hand in putting it 
together.  
 

As I stood about on my final 
stop, I looked at the clock on my 
truck.  It read 7:25 a.m. and the 
morning sun grew warm on my 
face.  In one way, it hadnôt been 
quite as productive a morning as 
Iôd hoped.  Only eight pheasants 
marked, and they were all in a 
relatively small area on my map.  
Nonetheless, it was still a memo-
rable day.  From thrill of spotting 
a couple extraordinary tom tur-
keys strutting about in the fields 
to the deafening chorus of song-
birds at the onset of the sunrise 
and all the other sights and 
sounds Iôd taken in, it was turn-
ing out to be quite a day.  Be-
sides, I knew there would be an-
other morning, more birds crow-
ing in the distance and all the 
other unexpected pleasures that 
go along with volunteering a day 
here and there, to Pheasants Photo submitted by Rachel Foster 


